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Stone Fences in Shasta Valley

by Don Van Camp

There are stone fences throughout the county, around Humbug, Happy
Camp, Tulelake, and Scott Valley, but for the purpose of this paper, | shall con-
centrate on Shasta Valley and the adjacent foothills. This area is loosely bound
by the Klamath River to the north, Weed to the south, and the mountains east
and west of this valley. Most rock fences are found on hillsides either close by
the mountains or on small knobs in the valley floor.

These fences do not seem to follow any distant cultural pattern and several
different styles are apparent in this area. In one style, the fence is several feet
thick at the base with very little taper to the top whose width therefore is near-

- ly that of the base. This type of fence is generally about five feet tall, three feet
across the top with the base about four feet wide (Fig. 2.1). A typical fence of
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this type is located on the north side of Davis Road leading to the Davis Ranch
southeast of Little Shasta. Some of the rocks used in this fence are large, too
large for one man to pick up and carry, even the short distance which must
have been involved in this fence building. The larger rocks were generally placed
in the bottom of the fence, although there are some fairly large stones farther
up in the fence. In view of the large rocks used in this fence, it can be assumed
that sometimes a crew of several men were used for building these fences.
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To assist these men in moving the very large rocks, a device was ponstructed
to help slide these rocks to the fence site. It was a stone boat (fig. 4.2) and
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Stone boat on Davis Ranch. In position to be used.

the one photographed is still in use at the Davis Ranch. Th_is boat or rock sledci
if you prefer, is an oak tree crotch, with the butt end slightly upturned _anb
a rod put through the thick part and with thick planks secpred across the lm}:
part to form the platform. After rolling, levering, or otherwise manhandhngbt e
large stones up onto the platform, a team of horses was hitched to the boat
by a chain around the rod, and the boat with stones was then pulled to where
needed! A.J. McMurry of Yreka suggested that winches or wmdlasses may have
been used and this seems logical since they were used extensively by gold miners
in the area at that time, .

Another type fence is on the other side of the Davis Road. This fence style
incorporated both stones and wire with the stones placed around t_he posts
and along the bottom side of the fence. Several purposes were achieved by
this method; the land was somewhat cleared of rocks, those stacked around
the posts held them upright, and when they were pii'ed alc?ng the base, stock
could not slip under so easily. Not of any small consideration, | am sure, was
that the addition of posts and wire reduced the amount and height qfthe rock
required. A fence with roundish lava rocks is located on the west side o_f Hart
Road in the Big Springs area. Modern square cedar posts have been |n§olr-
porated into this fence and illustrate that some adaptation of maodern materials
with the old construction is not only possible, butitis practical to hold up new
posts with an old rock fence.
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